[Cardiogenic shock after acute myocardial infarction].
Cardiogenic shock remains the major cause of death among patients with acute myocardial infarction. Besides supportive therapy there is clear evidence that revascularization of the infarct related artery should be performed as soon as possible with percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty. Placement of coronary stents and administration of platelet glycoprotein IIb/IIIa antagonists may further improve outcome. Intra-aortic balloon pumping should be integral part of this treatment strategy but is unfortunately underused in clinical practice. Routine bypass surgery for cardiogenic shock patients is deferred and restricted to selected patients.